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statesmen of the Great Powers honestly to carry oM
either the spirit or letter of this article. The
League, as it exists to-day, and its Mandate system
are both shams, and Article 22 is simply being used
to obscure the fact that France and Britain are

, obtaining large accessions of territory for economic
exploitation in Africa and Asia* This is not sur-
prising* The States which are members of the
League are capitalist States, organised on a basis

. of capitalistic imperialism; the statesmen who
signed the Covenant are capitalist imperialists ;
the peoples in whose name they signed accept the
beliefs and desires of capitalism as the principles of
their private lives and of their public policies* So
long as Western States are organised on these
principles and men accept these beliefs and desires
of capitalism and imperialism, they will not, in
fact, regard the land and peoples of Asia and
Africa as " a sacred trust of civilisation " but as a
field for grabbing a profit from the oil of Mosul or
for obtaining cheap land and cheaper labour.

But it is not true that human beings never change
their beliefs and desires, and, if they did so with
regard to capitalism and economic imperialism, the
mandatory system might well open a new era in the
relations between Asia and Africa and western